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The Sacred Heart
Schools Network

The Sacred Heart Schools Network was set up by
the Provincial Council of the Irish-Scottish Province
in 1997. For ten years the Network was supported
by the Society of the Sacred Heart and was co-
ordinated by Sister Aideen Kinlen assisted by Sister
Mary Shiel.

The Network was restructured in 2007 and now the
Network Office operates under the auspices of a
Trust, the Sacred Heart Schools Network Ltd. The
schools are:

Mount St. Catherine’s Primary School

St. Catherine’s College

Mount Anville Montessori and Junior School
Mount Anville Primary School

Mount Anville Secondary School

Sacred Heart Primary School

Convent of the Sacred Heart School Foundation

St. Joseph'’s Primary School, Aberdeen

Kilgraston School, Perthshire

The Network Office is located in Mount Anville
House. The primary function of the Office is to
provide services and support to Sacred Heart
Schools as they work to implement the core values
of Sacred Heart Education. The office provides
in-service training and induction for staff of the
various schools, organises annual conferences for
Heads and Deputies, termly meetings for school co-
ordinators and facilitates inter-school contact, visits
and shared curricular projects.

Each school in the Network works on the
implementation of the same Goal in the same
school year. This is done in a spirit of co-operation
and sharing which is underpinned by a common
vision and a commitment to the philosophy of
Sacred Heart Education. Creative and innovative
ideas on how to make the implementation of the
various Goals a reality are freely shared.

The present leaders of schools in the Network

are motivated by the desire to ensure that future
generations of young people can continue to be
influenced by the values of Sacred Heart Education.
They believe that the unity and solidarity which
membership of the Network of Sacred Heart Schools
provides is the framework to make this possible.
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St. Joseph's Primary School
Aberdeen, Scotland

St. Joseph’s RC Primary is situated in the West-End of Aberdeen
and is the largest of three Catholic schools in the city. The
catchment area is large and includes pupils from a variety of social
backgrounds.

The school was founded in 1896 in the form of a free school, St.
Joseph’s, and a Convent Day School, Our Lady’s and, in 1897, the
school was recognised by the government. In 1899 St. Andrew’s
Boarding School was opened. In 1904, Our Lady’s Day School and
St. Andrew’s amalgamated to form Queen’s Cross Convent School.

From 1907 to 1932, a Teacher Training Centre operated until this
responsibility passed to Craiglockhart Training College in Edinburgh.

In 1970, St. Joseph’s and Queen’s Cross Primary amalgamated and,
in 1971, the Secondary Day and Boarding School closed.

In 1973, St. Joseph’s came completely under the management of
the then Grampian Education Board.

St. Joseph’s is now a Local Authority School, funded by the Scottish
Government. We also host the Peripatetic Secondary RCRE Service
which provides Catholic RE in our non-denominational Secondary
Schools. There are no Catholic Secondary Schools in Aberdeen.

St. Joseph’s RC Primary is one of the most multi-cultural
schools in Aberdeen. We have pupils from all over the
world, speaking many different languages and bringing
interesting cultures and traditions to our school. We
also have a multi-cultural staff who are able to help new
pupils with English as an additional language.

Our school is recognised in the Authority as being fully
inclusive, while maintaining a very high standard of
success and achievement for all our young people.We
have extremely supportive and active parents and our
boys and girls are very polite, considerate and well-
behaved, as was borne out in a recent HMIE Inspection.
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Type of School

Local Authority School
Pupils

276 in the Primary School
40 in the Nursery

Staff

12 teachers

2 management

8 Pupil Support Assistants
Facilities

Large classrooms, hall with staging,
dining-room, playroom, infant gym,
music room, art room, conference
room, ‘soft’ room, Play Therapy room,
library, After-school club, parents’
room, three large playgrounds and a
garden complete with greenhouse.
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St. Catherine’s College
Armagh, Ireland

In 1851 Mother Croft and five nuns arrived in Armagh and Sacred
Heart Education came to the city. Their arrival was in response

to Archbishop Cullen’s vision expressed to Dr Kirby, President

of the Irish College in Rome, and passed to Mother Scully in the
Villa Lorte ... ‘I have been speaking about getting over some ladies

of the Sacred Heart to Armagh and | am told that it would be an
excellent place for them. There is no school for young ladies in the
entire province of Ulster. There is no Convent at all in Armagh and the
town is large and respectable.’ The new community joined with the
Armagh people in facing years of poverty and social, religious and
cultural deprivation in the aftermath of the Great Famine. In those
early years, the Sisters reached out, not only to the school-going
population but, through evening classes, to the working women

of the parish. The community lived in austere conditions but with
great generosity, enterprise and adaptability their work, both in the
boarding school and in the free school, was characterised by a clear
educational vision and early success.

These visionary decisions have borne fruit and Saint Catherine’s
College/Colaiste Chaitriona has established itself as one of the
largest schools and the premier and most innovative school in the
North of Ireland. Saint Catherine’s is a beacon on a hill radiating

all that is best in our Irish Christian educational heritage. We look
towards the future, confident in our own tradition and steadfast in our
commitment to the guiding principles of Sacred Heart Education.

The importance of living out the Sacred Heart ethos
permeates every aspect of the school’s work. The
result is an environment which promotes love of
God and understanding of neighbour in a balanced
and inter-connected learning experience. In Saint
Catherine’s there is an awareness that our high levels
of academic, artistic, sporting and musical success
and our Sacred Heart ethos are inextricably linked.
Ours is a school which embraces inclusion, social
justice, high expectations and high standards. We are
the only post-primary school in the North of Ireland
with an Irish Medium Unit which complements the
richness and inclusivity of Saint Catherine’s College/
Colaiste Chaitriona.

Type of School

Catholic Maintained Secondary
Pupils

1125 Pupils

1067 Girls, 58 Boys aged 11 - 19 years

Staff

78 Teaching Staff, 5 Admin Staff,

6 Technical Staff, 4 other non-teaching
staff (Matron, Study Supervisor,
Librarian, Development Officer IMU),
17 Classroom Assistants, 3 Caretakers
Facilities

Split Site (Main School Building/Barat
Building)

Callan Building (Exams)

Technology Building

Irish Medium Unit

Siena Restaurant
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Mount Saint Catherine’s
Armagh, lreland

Mount Saint Catherine’s is a modern school with a long tradition,
first founded by the Society of the Sacred Heart in 1851, at the
request of Archbishop Cullen. The present building opened in
1939 as an elementary school, at first serving both boys and girls.
After a long period as a girls only school Mount Saint Catherine’s
recently regained co-educational status and will soon achieve
equal numbers of boys and girls. We are a community school in an
urban environment, centrally located in the ecclesiastical capital of
Ireland with its rich history and tradition.

During the times of The Troubles, Mount Saint Catherine’s was
planted firmly at the centre of many difficult and traumatic events.
However, the school remained a haven, where quality education and
faith formation continued uninterrupted. We are centrally located
on a large site that we share with Saint Catherine’s College, on
Mount Saint Catherine, from where we can see the whole city-scape
of Armagh. The extensive environment of grass and mature trees
creates an ideal outdoor classroom.

The school currently has its third lay principal in post and remains
firmly committed to the values and ethos of the Society. This is
enabled through our membership of the Network of Sacred Heart
Schools in Scotland, Ireland and Malta. We value our close links
with the other schools in the Network and also with international
Sacred Heart Schools.

Mount St. Catherine’s is characterised by its vibrant
Sacred Heart Ethos being lived out in the challenging
arena that is modern society. We have close parish
and family links and enjoy an excellent reputation
in the community as an open and inclusive school
where a very high standard of education is offered in
‘an atmosphere of trust and freedom’. We have high
expectations for all of our pupils, regardless of their
background and personal circumstances. Children
are challenged by the delivery of an enriched, creative
curriculum by our highly qualified, professional staff.
Our aim is to produce life-long learners who have a
love for the Sacred Heart of Jesus, by promoting the
three Rs of Reflection, Resourcefulness and Resilience.

Type of School
Mount St. Catherine’s Primary school is

a co-educational, state-funded school,
held in the trusteeship of The St.
Patrick’s Educational Trust in the parish
of Armagh.

Pupils

210 pupils aged 4 - 11

Approximately 25% of our pupils are
international pupils, many with English
as their second language. Much of our
catchment area is designated as an area of
social deprivation and we are the school
of choice for many Travelling families.

Staff

Principal, 9 teaching staff, 1 learning
support teacher, 9 classroom assistants
Facilities

Facilities include: two playgrounds, on-
site canteen, large gymnasium, prayer
room, ICT suite, library, After-School

club and access to an all-weather pitch.
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Kilgraston School
Perthshire, Scotland

Kilgraston is set in 54 acres of parkland just south of Perth. The
main building was constructed around 1800 by Francis Grant of
Glenlochy in the classic style of the Adam Brothers and was a
private house until the First World War when it was requisitioned
and used as a hospital. The stunning Georgian mansion now sits
alongside outstanding modern facilities.

In 1930 the house and grounds were purchased by the Society of
the Sacred Heart and opened as a school with 40 boarders. In 2000
the Society transferred Kilgraston into an independent Catholic
Charitable Foundation but the school is still a member of the
International Network of Sacred Heart Schools. As a Sacred Heart
school, Kilgraston has always had a strong ecumenical tradition and
warmly welcomes pupils from all denominations and other faiths.

Throughout the years Kilgraston has been extended and kept up
to date with new developments. A new chapel was consecrated
in 1961, and in 1987 the Barat Wing was opened housing
classrooms on the Ground Floor and the Sixth Form Residential
Accommodation upstairs. Kilgraston is keen to continually
develop the facilities with recent investments in a 25 metre

indoor swimming pool, full equestrian facilities on site and the
development of a Centre for Sporting Excellence, with plans for

Type of School
new Hockey and Tennis academies in 2010. Private Girls' School

Pupils

300 pupils in total

Day girlsaged 2 2 - 18
Boarding girls aged 8 - 18
Staff

70 Teaching / Pastoral

As a boarding school, Kilgraston has a strong 120 Staff in Total

supporting community with outstanding pastoral Facilities

care based on its Sacred Heart ethos. Kilgraston is 25 metre indoor swimming pool,

also renowned for its academic excellence, with the
girls consistently achieving some of the best results
in Scotland to help them gain places in some of the
finest Universities in the country. As well as having a
strong emphasis on academia, Kilgraston encourages
leadership, confidence, independence, integrity and
an ambition to achieve and has something to inspire
every young woman, from rock climbing and karate to
photography and ceramics. Set in 54 acres of pristine
Scottish parkland just south of Perth, Kilgraston is an
ideal location for any girl.
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only Scottish school to have a full
equestrian centre on site; all weather
multi-purpose floodlit courts; hockey
pitches/athletics field and track, Sports
hall with climbing wall and fitness suite;
150 seat theatre.
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Convent of the Sacred Heart -
School Foundation, Malta

The Sacred Heart School in Malta was founded in 1903 when
seven religious of the Society, all of different nationalities, arrived
from Rome after various Maltese families expressed their wish to
give their children a Sacred Heart education as they had received
themselves. The nuns were warmly welcomed and cared for by
the Sisters of the Little Company of Mary (Blue Sisters). A close
relationship between the two congregations developed and was
maintained throughout the years. The school was set up at Villa
Portelli, Sliema, but later moved to larger grounds close by where
it still stands now. Though scarce at first, the school population
gradually flourished, with a section for boys as well, though this
was eventually phased out. The nuns wanted to offer the pupils a
holistic education and a decision was taken to turn the day school
into a boarding school. In 1968 the school became a day school
once again. The Rosary School, also on the School Campus,
established solely for the needy according to the wishes of the
Foundress St. Madeleine Sophie Barat, was set up in 1904 and
consequently was run free of charge. In World War 2 the school
also served as a nursing home for wounded soldiers. In 1944 the
first and only women'’s teacher training college on the island was
opened on the school grounds. In 1954 the student teachers moved
to a new building, Mater Admirabilis College of Education, which
was officially inaugurated by Queen Elizabeth the Second. The
school population today numbers 904.

Type of School
Church School

Pupils

477 in the Junior School

433 in the Senior School

Pupils are admitted when they are
five years old into the Junior Section
of the School through a ballot system

organised by the Church Secretariat of

The Sacred Heart International Network offers the Education. They are then automatically

school the unique opportunity to share, learn and sdmitted into the Senior School when

keep itself well-informed regarding innovations both they are eleven years old. Pupils Leave

academically and socially world-wide. Ever since its the Senior School when they are

foundation, the school has concentrated primarily sixteen years old

on offering its pupils a holistic education, giving
Staff

37 in the Junior School
54 in the Senior School

importance to character formation along with academic
education. The school takes great pride in stressing
the importance of teamwork, altruism and tolerance
and this is kept in mind during the pupils’ instruction
in as many subjects as is possible. A good number of
our past pupils are renowned contributors to Maltese
society in philanthropic and artistic circles.
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Dublin, lreland

Mount Anville Primary School is a large girls’ primary school with
the Heart of Christ as our living inspiration. It is situated in Stillorgan,
a suburb of Dublin. In Mount Anville Primary School, we seek to
educate the whole person as a responsible member of society:
confident of personal worth, actively living out Christ’s call to know
and share his love. The school community works together to make
this aim a reality. The school fosters an atmosphere of freedom,
openness and enquiry. We have a committed staff who implement
the Sacred Heart ethos in every aspect of school life. All children
arriving at MAPS bring with them a unique blend and wealth of
experience, family relationships and parental aspirations. Our
school, a place of growth, does everything to ensure these talents
are recognised and developed. The school recognises the inherent
worth, potential and dignity of each pupil. Each child is valued,
cared for and respected. We celebrate each child’s uniqueness and
difference. Our learning is child-centred and experiential.

We have built a large extension to the school thanks, in large part,

to generous funding from the Society of the Sacred Heart and the
Department of Education and Science. The balance of the funding
was raised through parental donations, corporate donations and
fundraising activities supported by all members of the school
community. This €2 million project has greatly enhanced our school.

Type of School
Public School

Pupils
420 girls aged 4 - 13 years

Staff

15 class teachers, 3 Special Education
teachers, 1 Principal, Deputy Principal,
2 Special Needs Assistants, 1 Secretary
and 1 Cleaner/Caretaker. The Deputy

Mount Anville Primary School is a very busy school. Principal teaches full time.

We engage in many activities which enhance the

life of each child in our school. Preparation for the Facilities

sacraments, assemblies, and faith formation are an 14 large classrooms (each en-suite), 1
inherent part of our school life. Our Green and Ethos multi-purpose room, 1 hall with stage, 1
Committees ensure that the children learn the 5 Rs: concourse (Croi na Scoile) and 5 other
Respect, Reflect, Rejoice, Relate and Respond. The smaller classrooms, one of which is
school community looks outwards with fundraising used as a classroom and three of which
for charities a regular part of school life. Work, during are used for teaching small groups

and after school, on music, drama and art extends our of children with special educational
already full curriculum. needs.

We are also fortunate to have large play
areas in front of and behind the school.
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Mount Anville
Montessori Junior School
Dublin, Ireland

The Montessori Junior School is located alongside the Secondary
School in the beautiful grounds of Mount Anville campus, and
enjoys extensive shared facilities. The Montessori Department
opened in 1954 with nine pupils, thanks to the generosity of Mount
Anville past pupils, and is also indebted to the Society of the Sacred
Heart, who further enhanced the facilities with the construction of a
new building in 2000. This Department upholds the principles and
philosophy of Maria Montessori, providing an authentic experience
for the younger children. Well-prepared by this, they continue
through the school availing of a wide and varied range of both
curricular and extra-curricular activities.

The Junior Department has existed in a sense since 1865, when the
school housed ‘Junior Boarders’, although it did not acquire its own
separate campus space until 1984. As the girls progress through

the school they broaden their knowledge and become self-reliant,
open-minded learners, ready to cope with the opportunities ahead.
Since 2009, the Montessori and Junior departments have been
amalgamated. This is a significant moment in our school history, as
we move forward together to build on our shared identity, strengthen
our links, and provide a stimulating and holistic education that caters
to the talents and abilities of each of our pupils.

We possess a shared understanding of both the
unity of the school community and the diversity of
its children. A calm, safe, nurturing environment
prevails throughout our school, leading to the whole-
hearted engagement of both pupils and staff, who
create in turn the ideal atmosphere for teaching,
learning, and mutual respect. We also welcome the
active involvement of parents in school life: they
share with us our commitment to the goals of Sacred
Heart Education. Ours is a close-knit yet inclusive
community, where respect is consciously taught,
where diversity is cherished, and where children
are instilled with a life-long love and enjoyment of
learning.

&

Type of School

Private

Pupils

468

Staff

Principal and Deputy Principal
(teaching part-time), 18 Class Teachers,
4 Supplementary Teachers, 2 PE.
Teachers, Learning Support Teachers
-1 full-time, 2 part-time , 5 Classroom
Assistants, 1 Drama Teacher, 1 Irish
Dancing Teacher, 3 Music Teachers,

1 Library Coordinator, 1 Secretary/
Administrator, 1 Welcome/pupils office,
Pastoral Care team (2), Chaplain
Facilities

Fully equipped classrooms; Montessori
Programme: 3 - 8 years; Speciali
Teachers (curricular & extra curricular);
Library and computer room; All weather
pitches, tennis courts, large halls; a
wide range of curricular and extra-
curricular activities.
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Mount Anville
Secondary School
Dublin, lreland

Mount Anville Secondary School is a Catholic, voluntary fee-
paying school for girls between the ages of 12 and 18. Founded

in Glasnevin as a boarding school in 1853, the school transferred
southside in 1865 when the Society purchased Mount Anville from
the eminent Irishman, William Dargan. Over a period of twenty-
five years, the Boarding School closed and pupils from the Sacred
Heart Schools at Leeson St. and Monkstown transferred to the site
at Mount Anville. On 25th May 2007, the Feast of St. Madeleine
Sophie, the Society of the Sacred Heart transferred the Trusteeship
of the school to the Mount Anville Sacred Heart Education Trust.
Under a lay management team and staff, the founding vision of St.
Madeleine Sophie continues to inform and inspire the Sacred Heart
philosophy of education at Mount Anville.

Mount Anville has established a reputation as one of the foremost
educational establishments for girls in Ireland. The school’s
reputation as a centre for academic excellence is manifest in the
outstanding results earned in the state examinations. A strong
tradition in sports and the arts ensures that pupils benefit from

a broad range of activities so that they leave as strong, confident
women, with a well developed belief in their own potential. Our
graduates make contributions across the entire spectrum of human
endeavour - our alumnae include Mary Robinson (former President
and UN High Commissioner), Catherine Day (Secretary General of
the European Council) and Caroline Casey (Aisling Foundation).

Mount Anville cherishes, promotes and practises the
Gospel values and our Eucharistic and Sacramental
faith tradition. The school motto, In Te Confido,
signals the centrality of a personal relationship with
Jesus Christ. It is as young women of faith that our
pupils join the adult world with a well developed
belief in their abilities and their responsibility to act
as agents of social justice, in the local and global
community. Within a culture of hard work, positive
learning experiences, a strong pastoral care system
and a range of facilities to develop pupil gifts and
talents in all areas, we strive to enable each pupil
to grow to their full potential and live a life that will
make a difference to society.
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Type of School

Voluntary Secondary School (fee-
paying)

Pupils

625

Staff

52 teaching staff, Chaplain, 3 Guidance
Counsellors, Administration Staff/
Student Office, 2 Librarians, Laboratory
Technician, Maintenance & Security Staff

Facilities
Mount Anville is a well resourced school

with many supports in place to facilitate
teachers and learning.

Facilities include:

School Chapel and Prayer Room; 5
Science Laboratories; Computer Room
& Language Laboratory; Gymnasium
and 3 outdoor pitches; Concert Hall;
Library with 8 research stations;
Learning support suite
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Primary School Roscrea
Tipperary, lrelana

The Society of the Sacred Heart has been to the forefront in education
in Roscrea since before the Famine. In fact, the first Sacred Heart
Convent in Ireland was founded in the town in 1842.In 1992 the Society
celebrated one hundred and fifty years of education in Roscrea.

Pupils are drawn from all areas of the town and its environs. The school
is coeducational and caters for boys and girls from 4 to 12 years of

age from a mixed socioeconomic background. A new building was
provided for the primary school in 1962.Extensions have been added
since including a facility for travelling families which was built in 1988.
Travelling families are fully integrated into the mainstream classrooms
and activities in the school.

The school recognises the uniqueness, inherent worth and dignity of
each pupil. The pupils are encouraged to know themselves, accept
their limitations and share their talents with others.

The educational programme is designed to help all pupils take their
place as responsible citizens in an inter-dependent world whilst
appreciating the difference in culture, race and religion.

The school seeks to develop a participative approach to the building
of community. Pupils and their parents/guardians combine with the
school staff to form a truly educational community. A new aspect to
this community is the contribution from the increasing number of
international pupils who attend the school.

Our school

«is the only Sacred Heart School in Munster

«is multicultural and inclusive, providing a place for
everyone

+is enriched by the many people who make up our
school community

* has adapted to many changes in society

« uses artistic ability to create a friendly environment

* has openly welcomed and embraced the differences
and cultures of our varied new-comer pupils from
different nationalities around the world

«is an eco-friendly school

* incorporates many of the Department of Education’s
new initiatives to cater for the disadvantaged and
marginalised

Y

Moira Moran, medallist Special Olympics
World Games 2003, meets Muhammed Ali

¢) SACRED HEART Primary S¢

Type of School

Public School

Pupils

250 pupils from a variety of
backgrounds

Staff

22 Teaching Staff

7 Special Needs Assistants

1 Caretaker

1 Secretary

1Cleaner

Facilities

Assembly Hall, Parents’ Room,
Computer Room. The playground area,
concrete and lawn, is to the front and
side of the building. In Summer 1990,
a Ball Court was provided behind the
school to enable children to play basket
ball and volleyball.
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Schools Directory

Tel: +44 1224 322730 Email: enquiries@stjosephsprimary.aberdeen.sch.uk
Fax: +44 1224 325463 Web: www.stjosephsprimary.aberdeen.sch.uk
Address: 5 Queen’s Road, Aberdeen, Scotland AB15 4YL

Tel: +44 2837 522023 Email: corunum@btconnect.com
Fax: +44 2837 510034 Web: www.stcatherinesarmagh.com
Address: Convent Road, Armagh, N. Ireland BT60 4BJ

Tel: +44 2837 522241 Email: pildea461@c2kni.net or jtrainor852@c2kni.net
Fax: +44 2837 527422 Web: www.mountstcatherines.org
Address: Windmill Hill, Armagh, N. Ireland BT60 4BR

Tel: +44 1738 812257 Email: headoffice@kilgraston.com
Fax: +44 1738 813410 Web: www.kilgraston.com
Address: Bridge of Earn, Perthshire, Scotland PH2 9BQ

Tel: +356 2133 62 38 Email: sacredheartjuniorhead@gmail.com
Fax: +356 213175 83 Web: www.sacredheartmalta.org
Address: Sacred Heart Avenue, St. Julian’s, STJ 1432, Malta

Tel: +356 21313095 Email: sacredheart@onvol.net
Fax: +356 2132 25 38 Web: www.sacredheartmalta.org
Address: Sacred Heart Avenue, St. Julian’s, STJ 1432, Malta

Tel: +353 12831148 Email: principalmaps@eircom.net or secmaps@eircom.net
Fax: +353 1283 6395 Web: www.mountanvilleprimaryschool.com
Address: Lower Kilmacud Road, Stillorgan, Co. Dublin, Ireland

Tel: +353 1288 5313 Email: montessori.junior@mountanville.ie
Fax: +353 1283 2373 Web: www.mountanville.ie
Address: Mount Anville Road, Dublin 14, Ireland

Tel: +353 1288 5313 Email: admin@mountanville.net
Fax: +353 1283 2373 Web: www.mountanville.ie
Address: Mount Anville Road, Dublin 14, Ireland

Tel: +353 505 21620 Email: shroscre@hotmail.com
Fax: +353 505 21620 Web: www.shroscrea.com
Address: Airhill Road, Roscrea, Co. Tipperary, Ireland
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